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 Beat! Beat! Drums!
text by Walt Whitman

for soprano, cello & tuba

Beat! Beat! Drums!, text by Walt Whitman, was composed in the spring of 1998.  The text is a
call to arms and was completed during the first year of the American Civil War. The unusual
instrumentation was inspired by the performers Craig Hultgren, cello and Richard Perry, tuba. It
was premiered by Hultgren and Perry, along with Melanie Kyle, soprano, on October 23, 1998 at
the University of Montevallo.  

Accidentals only apply to the line, or space on which they are written. 

Text Used:

Beat! Beat! Drums!    

Beat! beat! drums!—blow! bugles! blow! 
Through the windows—through doors—burst like a ruthless force, 
Into the solemn church, and scatter the congregation, 
Into the school where the scholar is studying, 
Leave not the bridegroom quiet—no happiness must he have now with his bride, 
Nor the peaceful farmer any peace, ploughing his field or gathering his grain, 
So fierce you whirr and pound you drums—so shrill you bugles blow. 

Dr. Joe L. Alexander
4434 Plumtree Lane

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

e-mail   jlalexander3@muw.edu
JLAcomposer.com

© 1998 by Joe L. Alexander
All Rights Reserved.
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