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Requiem for America was composed for the 2021 Quadre International Composition 
Contest. The piece was written as my mournful response to changes and events which occured 
during President Trump’s time in office. This is why I chose to write a requiem.

The piece opens with a Coplandesque sound which represented our country before 
President Trump took office. The piece quickly evolves into dissonance, representing the 
disagreeanble changes made during his time in office. Inserted into the dissonance are fragments 
of the Latin sequence, Dies Irae. The final section brings back a more sophisticated return of the 
opening musical idea which represents my new hope for our great country which came with the 
election of President Biden. 

The composer would like to thank Dr. Juli Buxbaum, horn teacher at Arkansas State 
University and Dr. Alan Goldspiel, University of Montevallo for their invaluable help with this 
piece. Thank you! 
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The composer welcomes any questions concerning Requiem for America and would
        greatly appreciate hearing about performances.  Inquires and programs should be sent to:      

       

Dr. Joe L. Alexander
4434 Plumtree Lane

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
 

e-mail: jlalexander3@muw.edu
jlacomposer.com 
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